
 

* LAW ALERT* 
 

SUPREME COURT ISSUES ORDER IN AUSTIN V PRITZKER 
-TRO VACATED- 

 
Late on Friday, February 25, 2022, the Illinois Supreme Court exercised its supervisory authority over the 
student and employment cases arising out of Sangamon County Circuit Court and vacated the February 4, 
2022, temporary restraining order issued by Judge Grischow. The Supreme Court remanded the matter 
back to the Circuit Court of Sangamon County, but declined to instruct Judge Grischow to dismiss the 
proceedings in their entirety.   
 
Subsequent to the Supreme Court’s determination, Governor Pritzker announced that, effective Monday, 
Illinois will end its requirement that masks be worn in schools in light of the CDC’s new recommendation 
that masks are necessary only in areas of high transmission.  This action follows the expiration of the 
Governor’s emergency rules earlier this month, after JCAR declined to renew them. 
 
Where does that leave schools?  These two developments suggest that schools will be permitted to go 
“maskless” or “mask optional,” as long as the CDC and any similar local mandates (regarding “high risk” 
areas, for example) do not require an alternate approach.  But whether or not a school may still require 
masks and mitigation measures, without providing some degree of due process to those effected, remains 
a question that may still be presented to Judge Grischow or through other new actions.  We will keep you 
apprised of any updates on this front as soon as they develop. 
 
On a related note, and among other guidance issued on Friday, the CDC exercised its enforcement 
discretion and is no longer requiring people to wear masks on buses or vans operated by public or private 
school systems, including early care and education/child care programs.  The CDC issued this change to 
align with its update guidance that no longer recommends universal indoor mask wearing in K-12 and 
early education settings in areas with a low or medium COVID-19 Community Level.  But the CDC also 
commented that school systems may, at their discretion, choose to require that people wear masks on 
buses or vans. If a school were to pursue that approach, due process issues similar to those presented in 
the Sangamon County proceedings would need to be addressed.   
 
Moreover, it appears as though current TSA rules (recently extended through March 18, 2022) requiring 
bus drivers to wear masks are still in effect.  These requirements are expected to be amended in the near 
future.  
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If you have any questions or need further guidance to navigate COVID-19 related issues, please 
contact our Collinsville Office at (618) 301-4060. 
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